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Planners want Streeterville project. éiit in half

By Gary Washburn ,‘\'1/
Tribune staff reporter

A controversial measure that
would sharply limit the aizle; of ai
major convention - ote
planned for a primé: Streeter-

ville site wan il

) ' t on other inves-
tm intérested in building in
Chicago.

dack Guthman, attorney for

1 HBE Corp., which bought 2.4

acteson Illjnois Street near Co-
lumbus Drive for a 1,594-room
Adam’s Mark hotel, said the
company probably will seek to
block the “downzoning” in

court if it is approved, as ex-
'

pected, by the full City Council.
advapced

‘Under thex woed
by the ¢oun P f

HBE could Bl ¥ hotel

with only 800 room uld

lose the rlght

fAnge would
et'fect on the

. for the area, S

victory for local residents and
-gommunity groups, including
the Streeterville Organization
of Active Residents, which con-
-tended that a convention hotel
would generate too much traf
fic and congestion.

The company failed to take

any action for a year after dis-

cussing its plans with the city,
said Jack Swenson, a deputy
planning commissioner.
Planning Department offi-
cials subsequently made an “in-
ternal reassessment” of HBE’s
proposal and came to the con-
clusion that the proposed pro-
ject would. be too “intensive”
nson said.

“To treat: rlymg zoning

- as transitory, t4 fail to respect

it, to allow fundamental change

munity groups—that is, to take
all the predictability out of the
(zoning) ordinance—will mark
Chicago as an undesirable ven-
ue to bagh developers and lend-
ers,” Guthinan told the commit- -

tee.

> %¥his is ‘greed-factor’ zon-
“ihgee]. have mine; you can’t
jurs,” he told reporters

jp same measure,

: tce building on a
apounded by Ilinois
Street, G d Avenue, McClurg
Court and Lake Shore Drive,
but could instead build a resi-
dential high-rise with up to
1,000 units.
The company did not oppose

The action WGdnesday was a8 atthe whimofself-servingcom- the proposed change.
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